
 

 

 22nd March, 2020 

Update for Senior Infants 

Dear Parents, 

 

I have put together a new pack of the children’s workbooks and some worksheets for them to 

use at home. Below is an outline of the tasks they can complete this week. I hope it is of 

some help.  

 

Please remember these are just guidelines to help you if you are struggling to know what 

your child should be doing.  Much of the work in the infant classroom is based on learning 

through play/ discovery learning and peer interactions. At home, please know that all 

conversations, fort building, baking, drawing etc. are learning opportunities and the most 

important part of your child’s education. I do not want to add stress with more tasks, 

therefore please pick and choose the work you would like to do, there is no need to complete 

all tasks. 

 

Stay safe, 

Ms. Macdougald 
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Suggested Activities for Senior Infants 

 

Phonological Awareness: 

Rhyming words. You say a word, your child has to come up with words that rhyme with it 

(Be careful!). We have been working hard on this at school, but some children still find it 

very tricky. 

 

Phonics: 

Revise digraphs: ai, oa, ie, ee, or 

Read the following words or children can come up with their own. You can cut these out to 

make flash cards if needed.  

 

brain cork creep dried storm bleed port boast bait free 

oats saint form jeep fried stork moat pail soap maid 

lie cloak snail corn green float sail pie heel moan 

eel magpie toad raid loaf claim tie deep dried horn 

lord speed spied roast mail tried tree sport fork lied 

 

These words can also be used as a dictation list for writing. Some children will need to be 

reminded that there is a digraph in these words. For example, many children will write crn for 

corn if not reminded to think of which digraph says ‘or’. 

Just Phonics Book pages 49, 50, 54: revision of the above sounds 

 

Handwriting: 

Jolly Phonics Pupil Book 2 Page 16:  

Capitals and lower-case letters. (We have only recently started looking at capital letters so 

some children might need a reminder which capital letter matches with its lowercase letter. 

E.g. h/H). 

Nelson Handwriting (Blue book) Page 29 

Letter formation: J, K 

 

Writing: 

Jolly Phonics Pupil Book 2 Page 16:  

Dictation: call out the following words for children to write in a list. 

 Bat, let, cup, swim, flat, much, coin, loud, teeth, herself.  

(Some children will need support for more difficult words with digraphs such as <oi> and 

<ou>) 
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Jolly Phonics Book: Pg 18 ‘The Fox’. Children to complete a little story based on the picture. 

Note sometimes children write ‘cks’ instead of ‘x’ as they have the same sound: box / socks 

Encourage sentences such as ‘The fox is looking at the moon. The bat is asleep.’ The children 

will generate their own sentences and use approximate spellings. 

 

Ways to support your child in this writing process: 

• Remind them to listen to the sounds in the words; 

• Ask them to leave a space between their words; 

• Remind them that sentences start with a capital letter and finish with a full stop; 

• Remember that some children need more or less support with the above and my 

expectations are different for each child, some need help to focus on handwriting, 

some on spaces, others on sounding out the words; and 

• I would not overly correct the children’s work, i.e. if they use approximate spelling 

and you can understand what they have written I would leave any spelling errors. You 

can, however, focus on one particular aspect of their writing, if they are consistently 

spelling the same word wrong or not using spaces etc., then I might draw attention to 

this. 

 

Reading: 

 

Tricky words: Revise Tricky words covered to date 

you the to like she was how 

your some what be little all when 

said do have come he there what 

here he there my I are by 

 

Some children are learning to read these words while others might enjoy learning to spell 

them. 

New Tricky Word: They 

 

Jolly Phonics book Pg 17 

 

Oxford reading Tree or equivalent readers sent home. 

 

The children were each given a pack of readers. Once these are finished you can log onto 

Oxford Owls, sign in and there are lots of ebooks at each level for the children to read online. 
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I would encourage you to get your child to read to you every day. World Book Online have 

ereaders and audiobooks available for free also. 

 

Maths: 

For now, we will continue with number formation (this can be done in their maths copy) and 

simple adding. Some children will need concrete materials (e.g. bottle tops) to help with 

addition. Some children may like more of a challenge so you can log onto 

www.topmarks.co.uk for more challenging maths games. 

 

Busy at maths:  Page 73: Partition (totals up to 9) 

   Page 75: Count up (totals up to 9) 

   Page 86: Ten (Counting). 

 

I would suggest not going ahead in the book as I will add more tasks each week. Remember, 

baking is considered maths and science! 

 

Gaeilge: 

Most of you will have school Irish so don’t be scared! For those who don’t, hopefully an 

older sibling will be able to help. 

Topic for this week: Éadaí (clothes) 

Tasc: Tarraing line éadaí agus croch suas do éadaí ar an líne. 

Task: Draw a clothesline and hang your clothes on the line. 

Ask your child to name the clothes 

they have put on their line. 

 

 

 

 

Phrases for this week: 

Cuir ort do chóta: Put on your coat 

 

Bain díot do chóta: Take off your 

coat. 

 

Bua na Cainte: Page 30 and 31 

The gaeilge to be used is at the 

bottom of each page. This does not 

have to be drilled into the children 

but used informally throughout the 

day. 
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(Note: Dathaigh= colour, Tá geansaí orm= I have a jumper, Cé leis= whose is, is liomsa é= 

it’s mine) 

 

 

 

 

S.E.S.E.: 

Science: 

Design a house for a very wet climate where there is a chance of flooding, (maybe the house 

will be on stilts with a slanted roof). The children should be able to justify their choice of 

design. If they choose, they can make their design out of recyclable materials. 

History: 

Sequence the story of ‘The Three little Pigs’ using template in pack as guidance. Children 

can draw and write a caption if they wish. 

Geography: 

Can the Children identify different types of houses? We had started learning about this before 

school broke up. Use the art lesson below where they can chat to you about the different 

types of house. I hope some of them mention yurts! 

 

Art: 

Draw a streetscape or cityscape with detached, semi-detached, terraced, bungalow, two-

storey and multi-storey houses and buildings. 

You can make a collage or simply draw or paint a 

picture. 

 

 

 

 

Music Appreciation: 

Listen to ‘March Past of the Kitchen Utensils’ by Ralph Vaughan Williams and ask the 

children what room in the house is best described by the music, (without telling them the 

name or giving any hints!). Maybe they could make some music of their own using saucepan 

lids and wooden spoons, whisks etc!! 

P.E. 

NJS activity Challenge on blog. 
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Instructions for use of the Seesaw App  

 

I have set up a Seesaw account so you can share your learning with me and to keep in contact. Please 

join our Senior Infant Class on Seesaw if you can.  

 

If you cannot access this distance learning app, please do not worry. I will be posting activities each 

Sunday evening on www.njs.ie blog. This app will just add a few other fun activities. 

 

If you’re using Seesaw for the first time: 

1. Go to app.seesaw.me 

2. Choose "I’m a Student" 

3. Type in the code which is contained in the text from school: This code expires on March 

29, 2020 

4. Finish creating your account using your school Google account or email address 

If you’ve used Seesaw before and have an account: 

1. Go to app.seesaw.me 

2. Choose "I’m a Student" 

3. Sign in using your school Google account or email address 

4. Click on your profile icon on the top left 

5. Click on the +Join Class button 

6. Type in the code which is contained in the text from school. This code expires on March 

29, 2020 

Ms. McSweeney will contact you by text with a new code when this one expires. 

Kind regards, 

Kathy Macdougald  

 

 

 

http://www.njs.ie/
https://app.seesaw.me/
https://app.seesaw.me/

