
 

 

Report to Parents on the outcome of our recent survey.  

 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our survey last week.  We are very glad that a large majority of 

parents responded.  

 

General Findings  

 

We were delighted that virtually all parents reported that our pupils are currently managing well.  All 

respondents stated that they are satisfied with communication from NJS with virtually all finding the content 

of the communications helpful.   A significant majority find the workload just right. Those who reported that 

there were too many assigned tasks find the identification of key tasks helpful. Whilst a majority of parents 

are managing well at home, a significant number of parents are finding it hard. Almost every respondent 

reported that teacher feedback is helpful.  

 

Many parents submitted individual comments, a large majority of which were very positive.  Parents report 

that children enjoy the range of activities recommended, find teacher feedback constructive and motivational 

and like the Seesaw App and its features. Parents are also appreciative of the general support provided by 

the school.  

 

Issues raised  

 

A small number of issues were raised.  Some of these issues, such as availability of devices, internet 

connectivity, are unfortunately outside our control.   However, we are aware of these issues and this is why 

we recommend book based tasks and general non paper based activities as well as stressing that the 

suggested activities are a menu.    

 

Some parents indicated difficulty in printing materials.  Worksheets on the App can be completed using the 

drawing tool on the App or completed in copies so printing can be avoided.  We appreciate that this is not 

always ideal but we aim to try to vary the activities for the children both to maintain interest and also to best 

help them in their learning.  The majority of the children’s books have already been sent home so some 

work can also be done offline.  Access to the school building to facilitate distribution of materials is not 

currently allowed by our insurers.   

 

Some parents suggested live virtual classes.  This is something we considered before and after Easter and 

again when looking at the survey results.  Having taken further advice and taking overall feedback into 

account, we do not propose to run such classes this term.  We do however acknowledge the importance of 

pupil and teacher connectivity and therefore will continue to use Seesaw as a means of communicating 

direct with our pupils.  We have been increasing the use of voice recordings and video content and will 

continue to do this.  We will also continue to provide regular, constructive feedback to pupils and parents.   
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As a result of the feedback, some adjustments will be made to our plan and these are set out below.  

 

Changes to our plan 

 

From now, we will upload our letters to our blog on Friday evenings not Sundays.  Activities on Seesaw will 

continue to be released on Sunday.  This will hopefully help you to plan ahead.    

 

All teacher letters will identify key tasks in red.  These will be listed very briefly at the start of each list of 

activities.  Details to assist you in guiding your child through the activities will be set out below this 

headline list together with the list of optional tasks. Key tasks on Seesaw will be marked as such.   

 

A draft daily timetable is attached which may assist you and your children in planning activities.  Children’s 

participation in planning their work is a key aspect of their development as independent learners.   

 

Return to school  

 

At this stage, we do not have clear guidance as regards how the return to school in September will be 

organised.  The school has made a detailed submission to the Department of Education on this matter and 

we hope for a prompt response and for a smooth return to school in September.  

 

Conclusion  

 

A large majority of parents report general satisfaction with our distance learning plan and recognise the 

unique challenges that Covid-19 has presented.  The plan will continue for the rest of this term with the 

amendments mentioned above.   

 

As always, please contact me direct if you have specific problems or issues with our distance learning 

programme.  As a team we will do our best to resolve issues raised.  

 

Thank you again for your feedback.  

 

With best wishes,  

 

Ms McSweeney and staff  

15th May, 2020 

 


