
 

 

22nd May 2020   

  

Home Learning Pack for Senior Infants 

  

Hello everyone,  

Once again, thank you all so much for all the work you have been completing on Seesaw. This week I have 

been delighted with the interesting things you have posted.  

Your Green School and Active Flag activities have also been wonderful. 

The list of activities for this week are set out below. As usual, the activities I list are suggestions – I do not 

expect that all are completed.  Please do what you can.  If you find that there are too many activities, go 

for the ones marked key tasks.  

Please remember that if you have any concerns or queries, I can be contacted via Seesaw or via the school 

email – office@njs.ie or principal@njs.ie.  Ms Mc Sweeney, all of staff and I are here to help and support 

everyone in any way we can.  

Best wishes to everyone and hope that you all stay safe and well.    

 

Kathy Macdougald 
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Activities for Week beginning 25th May 2020 

Our topic this week is still the POST OFFICE. 

KEY TASKS ARE SET OUT AT THE BEGINNING AND ARE  

HIGHLIGHTED THROUGHOUT IN RED 

 Teacher tips for these key tasks and supplementary work (optional) are outlined after the Key Tasks. 

Key 

Tasks 

Subject 

ORAL 

LANGUAGE 

 

 

 

PHONICS 

 

 

READING 

 

WRITING 

 

 

MATHS 

 

GAEILGE 

Activity     

• Lesson: (Link and instructions in Seesaw) 

https://content.folensonline.ie/programmes/Starlight/SI/resources/posters/SL

_SI_ACT_CH06_004/index.html 

• Can you sing the alphabet? 

 

• New sound: <ng> 

• Just Phonics page 56 (ng) 

• My Sounds Booklet Page 39 (ng) 

• Alternatives for <ie> 

• Jolly Phonics Pupil Book Page 34 

 

• Tricky words: new words: live, give 

• Reading Activities on Seesaw 

 

• Dictation: Jolly Phonics Pupil Book Page 35 

• Creative Writing: Jolly Phonics Pupil Book Page 37: Digging for 

treasure 

 

• Busy at Maths Pages 102 and 103: comparing and ordering: more 

than/ less than 

• Busy at Maths Page 114 The Seasons: Summer 

 

• Bua na Cainte pages 41, 42 using Ceacht 1,2,3 An Teilifís 

 

See below for further information on Key Tasks and list of other activities 

Subject Activity 

Oral 

Language 

 Topic specific language for the post office as last week 

Key Task: Click on the link in Seesaw to access a selection of oral language activities: 

https://content.folensonline.ie/programmes/Starlight/SI/resources/posters/SL_SI_ACT_CH06_004/index.html
https://content.folensonline.ie/programmes/Starlight/SI/resources/posters/SL_SI_ACT_CH06_004/index.html
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https://content.folensonline.ie/programmes/Starlight/SI/resources/posters/SL_SI_ACT_CH

06_004/index.html 

Key Task: Can you sing the alphabet? 

When we were learning our phonics the children call the letters by their sounds rather than 

the letter name. By the end of Senior Infants, they should know both the letter sound and its 

name. It is really important that the children can say the alphabet. You might be surprised to 

hear them mumble over some of the letters! A good game to play is ‘Which letter comes 

first?’, which will help them be more aware of the letters in the alphabet 

Phonologi-

cal 

Awareness 

Rhyming words: I have put links on Seesaw to four Story books, each with fantastic 

rhyming words. Watch 

them in order 1-4 

 

 

Phonics  Key Task: New sound: <ng> 

This is an important digraph to learn for ‘ing’ endings. 

Jolly Phonics action: The children pretend to lift a heavy weight and say ‘ng, ng, ng’. 

Read the following words: 

sang King Bang gang Strong string 

sing Long hung cling Rang Sting 

song lung Ping-pong clung Swung bring 

rung wing ring rang Sling hang 

 

These words can be used as a dictation list for spelling 

Important: Once children have learned this sound; they tend to spell ‘nk’ words with ‘ngk’ 

as in thingk for think or singk for sink. Just something to keep an eye on. 

Just Phonics page 56 (ng) 

My Sounds Booklet Page 39 (ng) 

Key Task: Alternatives for <ie>: i_e (in like) and y (in my or shy) 

The children know that an /ie/ sound can be written <ie> 

https://content.folensonline.ie/programmes/Starlight/SI/resources/posters/SL_SI_ACT_CH06_004/index.html
https://content.folensonline.ie/programmes/Starlight/SI/resources/posters/SL_SI_ACT_CH06_004/index.html
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They also know that ‘magic e’ makes the i say its name in words such as like or kite. 

They know the tricky words my and by, so they can learn that in short (one syllable) words 

with a y at the end, the y makes a long /ie/ sound, e.g.  cry, why, sky. 

This can be confusing as they have learned that y at the end of a word says /ee/ as in happy! 

The rule is: Typically, in a one syllable word the ‘y’ at the end of the word makes the long 

/ie/ sound as in the following words: cry, fry, try. Typically, in a two-syllable word, the ‘y’ 

at the end of the word makes a long /ee/ sound as in baby and city. 

(There are always exceptions to the rules such as nylon, pylon, satisfy. In these cases, I’d 

encourage children to ‘flip the sound’.) 

The children might find it easier to learn that, generally, in really short words (two/ three 

letters) y says /ie/ and in longer words (four + letters) y says /ee/ 

Read the following words  

cry tie Fly Sky nylon 

crying Kite Pie bike Spy 

sly why Slide drying drive 

 

Jolly Phonics Pupil Book Page 34 

Phonics activities on Seesaw: 

 

Reading • This week, there is a large selection of story links on Seesaw. Three of the stories 

are linked to our Post Office theme:  

 

 The day the Crayons Quit               Herman’s Letter                   Dear Mr. Blueberry   

 

 

I 
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Key Task: I will post reading activities such as the following on Seesaw: children should 

highlight the ng words and read at least a few sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Task: Tricky words: new words: live, give 

• Oxford Owls: Log onto https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 Sign in and there are lots of e-books at each level for the children to read online. It 

is important that your child reads with you every day.  

 

Handwriting Nelson Handwriting Page 5 (ng) 

Nelson Handwriting Pages 34, 35 (numbers 0-9) 

Nelson Handwriting: Page 26 (C, G). Page 28 (S,U) 

Jolly Phonics Pupil book Page 35: Lowercase and capital letters 

Writing Key Task: Dictation: Jolly Phonics Pupil Book Page 35 

Write the following words: 

Dug, mix, leg, help, soft, rang, this, shout, coach, raindrop 

(Tip: remind the children of the digraphs ou, oa, ai) 

Key Task: Creative Writing: Jolly Phonics Pupil Book Page 37: Digging for treasure 

‘Treasure’ is a very difficult word. I would highlight it on the page for the child to use for 

reference. I would also write the words ‘pirate’ and ‘water/ sea’ on the page for them to use. 

The children should generate sentences such as: ‘The pirate has a map.’, ‘He is digging for 

treasure.’, ‘The sharks are in the water.’ Remind them to use capital letters and full stops. 

At this stage, the children don’t know all the alternative spellings for sounds, so their 

spelling will not always be accurate, but their work should be readable. Spelling gradually 

improves through reading. 

Maths This week we are working on comparing amounts 

KEY SKILL: Comparing amounts: … is more than, …. is less than, finding the difference 

Although we may see these activities as subtraction, I would like the children to use a range 

of strategies to compare two sets of objects. E.g. comparing by one-to-one correspondence, 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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counting on). 

Ask questions such as: how many..? which has more?... how many more? What is the 

difference? 

Tutorial on Seesaw. 

Key Task: 

Busy at Maths Pages 102 and 103: comparing and 

ordering: more than/ less than 

More activities on Seesaw  

 

 

 

Busy at Maths Page 114 The Seasons: Summer 

The children should know the four seasons in order. 

Gaeilge Our theme this week is ‘An Teilifís’ (Television) 

If at all possible, please install the Bua na Cainte B programme on your computer. The 

children love this, and it is a simple way for you to enjoy learning Irish together. 

Key Task: 

Bua na Cainte pages 41, 42 using Ceacht 1,2,3 An Teilifís 

Two phrases you could easily use at home are: 

Cuir an teilifís ar siúl. = Turn on the television 

Múch an teilifís. = Turn off the television 

Ceacht 1: 

Page 41:  This lesson is based on the nursery rhyme ‘Ding, dong, dell’ (click on the music 

button) 

Cé a chuir Puisín sa chiseán? = Who put pussy in the basket? 

Chuir an buachaill Puisín sa chiseán. = The boy put pussy in the basket 

Cé a thóg amach é?  = who took her out. 

Thóg an cailín amach é = The girl took her out 
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Cá bhfuil Puisín? = Where is pussy? 

Tá Puisín ___. (sa chiseán, ag an doras, ar an gcathaoir) = pussy is …. In the basket/ at the 

door/ on the chair 

Page 42:  

Ceacht 2 

Cad atá sa seomra suí? What is in the sitting room? 

Tá ___ sa seomra suí. There is a …… in the sitting room 

Teilifís = television,  bord = table, lampa = lamp, tolg= sofa, tine= fire, fuinneog = window, 

ríomhaire = computer, doras = door,  solas= light 

Ceacht 3: 

Tá Teidí sa seomra suí. = Teddy is in the sitting room. 

Tá sé ina shuí ar an tolg.= He is sitting on the sofa.  

Tá sé ag féachaint ar an teilifís. = He is watching television. 

Tá sé ag éisteacht leis an raidió. =He is listening to the radio. 

Tá sé ag súgradh ar an ríomhaire = He is playing on the computer. 

S.E.S.E. 

History 

Task: Artefacts:  

The children understand that history is when we look at events in the past. We always start 

with their lives and ask them to make a timeline of their lives so far. (I think you may have 

done this in Junior Infants). This might be a nice time to dig up baby photos and put them in 

order: when they were born, first food, first tooth, first steps, first holiday, playschool/ 

Montessori, first day of Newtown Junior School, Senior Infants… 

This week I will also encourage them to look at artefacts. I want them to understand that 

artefacts are objects we look at to help us learn about the past. For the children it might be 

photos or their favourite toy as a baby or a gift from someone special. Older objects from 

the distant past are very interesting to children as they help tell stories about life in the 

olden days. If you have any interesting ‘artefacts’ from your past or from grandparents, it 

might be nice to show them and tell the story behind the object. 

There are videos on Seesaw about timelines and artefacts. 
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Art • Design a stamp activity in Seesaw  

 

 

• To show our appreciation for the invaluable work of the frontline workers and 

volunteers we will run a whole school Art competition. The challenge is to create a 

piece of art that shows your appreciation for our frontline workers and 

volunteers.  It can be a poster, a painting, a photo, a 3D object, anything which you 

think says a big THANK YOU. Please see Blog post for details. 

 

P.E These are Ms. Kavanagh’s suggestions for the week’s P.E. lesson 

• Hockey Challenges 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPYuJMxxSEw   

It is challenge 2 on the clip: developing dragging skills from left to right.Count how many 

times you can drag the hockey ball from left to right in 30 seconds. 

• Tennis Challenge: High Five Rallies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkTXkod5EVQ&list=PL6P9iGS4Ir9kw18iEujrkRi-

3nJ5e7_K6&index=11  

S.P.H.E. Story: The Problem with Problems 

How do you deal with problems? Have you ever met a problem? They come in all shapes 

and sizes and can pop up at the most inconvenient times. But you should know some things 

about problems that will help you make them disappear. This book teaches readers (big and 

small!) how to handle one when it appears. 

Listen to the story (link on Seesaw) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AudsNkcm8oA 

Green 

Schools 

Ms Stapleton is asking you to create a poem, verse or rap based on recycling and saving the 

environment. Please see Green Schools blog for details. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPYuJMxxSEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkTXkod5EVQ&list=PL6P9iGS4Ir9kw18iEujrkRi-3nJ5e7_K6&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkTXkod5EVQ&list=PL6P9iGS4Ir9kw18iEujrkRi-3nJ5e7_K6&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AudsNkcm8oA
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